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Balboa Park, San Diego, California  92101










June 2009
Highlights from the May Meeting:

The meeting was called to order by President Graham McGruer at 11:30 am.  The pledge of allegiance was recited.
May birthdays and anniversaries:  

Cherie McGruer has a birthday on May 21.  Don Stewart’s sister is celebrating her birthday today.
Prayers and Remembrances:  Happy Mother’s Day wishes were extended to all the women at the meeting.  Cherie and Graham brought roses for the women.  It was reported after the meeting that Susan Self has been diagnosed with cancer.  We will keep her in our thoughts and prayers.

Pipe Band Report:  Stephanie Brooks, who is a fairly new piper, gave the Pipe Band report.  The band is working with Lorne Cousin to get ready for the Highland Games in Costa Mesa.  The band has again been invited to Hawthorne, Nevada, for their Armed Forces Day parade.  The band will be participating in the final event of the International Organ Festival at the Spreckels Organ Pavilion on Monday, August 31, 2009.  San Diego Civic Organist, Carol Williams, is presenting a program entitled “Mainly Medieval.”
HPR Report:  David McSwain and Jim Scrimgeour shared HPR report duties.  The HPR had guest speakers from SCORE who talked about sales taxes.  It was decided that each Cottage will now pay HPR $200.00 for membership dues.  HPR is asking each of the 32 Cottages to supply coffee and donuts for HPR meetings on a rotating basis.  A brass plaque in memory of Ruth Ritchie has been made and will be mounted on the piano in the Hall of Nations.

Old Business: Graham moderated.  

Hosting:  Gwenda reports that she needs HELP.  Please sign up to host.
Upcoming events:  
· Next movie night is Saturday, June 20. The pot luck dinner starts at 6:00 with the movie to follow.   
· The San Diego Highland Games are Saturday, June 27, and Sunday, June 28, at Brengle Terrace Park in Vista.  Dianne Schultz has offered to coordinate the House of Scotland booth.  Volunteers are needed to help host our booth on both days. A sign-up sheet will be available at the June meeting.  If you would like to help but can’t attend the June meeting, please Dianne know. 

· The Pipe Band has invited the House of Scotland members to join the band for the Fourth of July parade in Coronado. No decision was made on participation. We will discuss this again at the June meeting.
Ceilidh Band:  David McSwain reports that the band is “if’y” for the Food Fair.
Housekeeping:  Mike reports that after the meeting the trustees will be taking an inventory of necessary items for the Food Fair.  If you haven’t yet noticed, there are now curtains on the kitchen window and pictures on the bathroom walls.  Dianne has made aprons for use at the Food Fair and any other events where food is served.
Kitchen Remodel: The kitchen remodel is complete.  The work was more involved that first anticipated.  Graham had to rebuild a wall and the plumbing included replacement of the hot water heater that was on the verge of blowing.  
Other Old Business:  On October 14, 2009, it will be the House of Scotland’s turn to host the Ladies’ Auxiliary luncheon.  Like the HPR coffee and donuts, our turn comes up once every 32 months.
New Business:  Graham moderated

Respectfully submitted,
Dianne Schultz, Secretary
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Hearth of the Kitchen

Makeover Peanut Butter Bars
Ingredients:
1 ¾ cups reduced fat peanut butter, divided
1/3 cup butter, softened

1 cup packed brown sugar

¾ cup sugar

2 eggs

½ cup unsweetened applesauce

1 tsp. vanilla extract

2 cups all-purpose flour

2 cups quick-cooking oats

1 tsp. baking soda

Frosting:
4 ½ cups confectioner’s sugar

1/3 cup fat-free milk

¼ cup baking cocoa

¼ cup butter, softened

½ tsp. salt

Method:
1. In a large bowl, cream 1 cup peanut butter, butter, brown sugar and sugar until light and fluffy.  Add eggs, one at a time, beating well after each addition.  Beat in applesauce and vanilla.  Combine the flour, oats and baking soda, gradually add to the creamed mixture and mix well (batter will be thick).  
2. Spread into a 15 in X 10 in X 1 in baking pan coated with cooking spray.  Bake at 350° for 18-22 minutes or until lightly browned. Cool on wire rack for 10 minutes; spread with remaining peanut butter.  Cool to room temperature, then refrigerate for 30 minutes.
3. In a large bowl, beat frosting ingredients until light and fluffy.  Spread over the peanut butter layer.  Cut into bars.

Recipe from Taste of Home, Healthy Cooking, June/July 2009
Gaelic Giggles

Three men were sitting together bragging about how they had given their new wives duties. 
The first man had married a woman from Kent and had told her that she was going to do dishes and house cleaning. 

It took a couple days, but on the third day he came home to a clean house and dishes washed and put away. 
The second man had married a woman from Suffolk. He had given his wife orders that she was to do all the cleaning, dishes, and the cooking.

The first day he didn't see any results, but the next day he saw it was better.
By the third day, he saw his house was clean, the dishes were done, and there was a magnificent dinner on the table.
The third man had married a girl from Aberdeen. He told her that her duties were to keep the house cleaned, dishes washed, lawn mowed, laundry washed and hot food on the table for every meal. 
He said the first day he didn't see anything, and the second day he didn't see anything, but by the third day some of the swelling had gone down and he could see a little out of his left eye, enough to fix himself a bite to eat and load the dishwasher.

Submitted by John Canino
[image: image4.wmf]Hosting

June 7
McCollys
June 14
David McSwain & ??
June 21
Maureen Bennett & Jim Scrimgeour
June 28
Closed for SD Highland Games
July 5
OPEN
July 12
Maxtons

Please call Gwenda at 
(619) 465-9306 if you can host.
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Upcoming Events

June 14
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am
June 20
Movie Night, 6 pm
June 27 & 28 San Diego Scottish Highland Games (please note correction in dates)
July 4
Coronado Parade

July 12
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am

Aug. 9
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am
Aug. 31
Spreckles Organ Concert, 7:30


Featuring HOS Pipe Band

Sept. 13
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am

Oct.
HOS Meeting TBD

Oct. 10 & 11  Seaside Highland Games
Oct. 14
Ladies’ Auxiliary Luncheon
Oct. 25
HOS Lawn Program
Nov. 6
Battlefield Band
Nov. 8
HOS Meeting, 11:30 am
Dec. 19
HOS Christmas Party & Meeting

Scottish church to consider 'virtual ministers' to stem shortages
Edinburgh (ENI). To stem a nationwide shortage of full-time clergy, the Church of Scotland is considering the use of "virtual ministers" who would preach over a live video link to congregations that do not have a permanent minister. 

"Preaching by live video link to vacant congregations is one of many radical changes being proposed by the Ministries Council in consultation with the Mission and Discipleship Council," Gordon Bell, media relations officer with the Church of Scotland told Ecumenical News International. 

He said the ministries report to the Presbyterian church's general assembly, running from 21 to 27 May, suggests the Kirk, as the Church of Scotland is known locally, should investigate the use of video technology in churches which struggle to attract full-time ministers. 

There are 21 congregations in Orkney presbytery spread over more than 10 islands. Initially four congregations in Rousay, Shapinsee, Flotta and Hoy in the archipelago will be linked. 

"The intention," said Bell, "is that this will allow the minister to be physically present in a different island each week and virtually present in other ones. We think this is not only a first for Scotland but also a first for the whole of the United Kingdom." 

There are presently an estimated 190 full-time vacancies for clergy across Scotland, which has a population of 5.1 million. Under the proposal, churches would be linked by technology similar to that used in video conferencing.

As a result, a number of congregations in some of the most remote parts of Scotland would be able to take part in the same service. 

If the scheme is successful, it could offer similar benefits to congregations in other rural areas which do not have a full time minister, Bell said. 

The Rev. Trevor Hunt, an Orkney presbytery clerk, told The Scotsman newspaper on 12 May that it is vital the congregations participate in services and not sit in their pews imagining they are watching a television programme. "I think it has potential," said Hunt. 

The company involved in the plan to bring virtual ministers to different parts of Scotland is Sanctus Media Limited at Bo'Ness, central Scotland, near Falkirk. 

The company's chief executive officer, Neil MacLennan, told ENI: "I've visited Orkney and we're waiting to hear their decision if they want to be first in this project. The islands are not served by broadband but we'll be able to put in micro-wave transmitter links. It's an exciting project and will fill the gap caused by a shortage of clergy in Scotland." 

By Trevor Grundy, 
© 1994 - 2009 Ecumenical News International. 
20 May 2009 | 09-0405

House of Scotland Pipe Band
The Pipe Band was invited for the 2nd time to participate in the 59th Annual Armed Forces Day Festivities and Parade in Hawthorne, Nevada during the weekend of May 15-17.  The all-expenses paid trip was sponsored by the local El Capitan Casino and Lodge.  The band played on Friday night prior to the fireworks display and marched in the parade on Saturday.  We have won 2 First Place Marching Band trophies which will eventually be displayed in the Cottage trophy case.

 

Hawthorne is my hometown of about 2,400 people and to have a band come all the way from San Diego to participate was a thrill for the local townspeople.  While visiting Hawthorne several years ago, I was asked about the possibility of bringing the HOSPB to Hawthorne.  Two years now, we've had an excellent turnout for the long trip.

 

Regards, 

Bill O'Donovan

Trams pick up the pace as Princes Street tracks arrive
Published Date: 01 June 2009 

By CHRIS MARSHALL
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THE first set of tracks for Edinburgh's £545 million tram project is expected to be delivered to Princes Street within days.

After a series of setbacks elsewhere on the 11-mile route, it will be the first visible sign of progress which tram bosses hope will help win over the doubters.

The laying work is due to begin in the second week of June, making Princes Street the first to see tracks go down after false starts in Leith and Stenhouse.
News of the delivery was today welcomed by small business leaders, eager to see the work completed as quickly as possible.

And long-time tram opponent, deputy council leader Steve Cardownie, said tram bosses now had to make sure that the project was delivered as quickly and as close to budget as possible.
He said: "I'm sure supporters of the trams will be glad to finally see some evidence of the project above ground. That doesn't detract from the fact that it's an ill-conceived waste of public money.
"The arrival of the tracks will cheer those who thought they were going to be delivered by Santa Claus. It's now clear that more public money than first envisaged is to be spent on the project. We just have to try and ensure that companies don't try and plunder the public purse."
Michael Dixon, chairman of the Federation of Small Businesses in Edinburgh, said it was a welcome development. "It is nice to see something tangible after all the work that has been going on.

"The FSB was ready to welcome the track laying in January in Leith Walk, but is very glad it is now going ahead in Princes Street. We want to see this work completed as soon as possible."

Track laying had been expected to begin in January in Leith Walk and at Stenhouse, but has repeatedly been put back.

Earlier this year, former transport convener Phil Wheeler admitted that tracks are not likely to be laid in Leith until the autumn.

Tram bosses are understood to be concentrating their efforts on Princes Street as its closure remains the most high-profile example of the disruption caused by the project.

Earlier this month, the new chief executive of TIE said he expected public opinion to swing behind the project after the tracks – the first visible signs of the line – are laid.

Richard Jeffrey said he was also certain there would be clamour for tram extensions after the first line was opened. 

It is expected that sections of Princes Street west of the Mound, which are currently closed to pedestrians, will be re-opened in the coming months as the track laying takes place. 

From The Scotsman
House Officers

President:
Graham McGruer

(619) 425-3454

1st VP:

Nancy Ross


(760) 757-4653

2nd VP: 

Gwenda Measel

(619) 465-9306

Secretary:  
Dianne Schultz

(760) 717-5108
Treasurer:
Cherie McGruer

(619) 425-3454
Trustees:

Mike Stewart


(619) 287-7812




Holly Stewart


(619) 287-7812




Steve Knight
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